Wilkie Collins was one of the most popular writers of the nineteenth century. He is best known for The Woman in White, which inaugurated the sensation novel in the 1860s, and The Moonstone, one of the first detective novels; but he wrote more than twenty novels, plays and numerous short stories during a career that spanned four decades. This Companion offers a fascinating overview of Collins's writing. In a wide range of essays by leading scholars, it traces the development of his career, his position as a writer and his complex relation to contemporary cultural movements and debates. Collins's exploration of the tensions that lay beneath Victorian society is analysed through a variety of critical approaches. A chronology and guide to further reading are provided, making this book an indispensable guide for all those interested in Wilkie Collins and his work. 
The following short references will be used for frequently cited critical material and letters: Born at 11 New Cavendish Street, St Marylebone, London, on 8 January, elder son of William Collins and Harriet Collins (née Geddes).
1826
The family moves to Pond Street, Hampstead.
1828
Brother, Charles Allston Collins, born.
1829
The family moves to Hampstead Square.
1830
The family moves to Porchester Terrace, Bayswater.
1835
Starts school at Maida Hill Academy.
1836-8
The family visits France and Italy.
1838-40
Attends Mr Cole's private boarding school in Highbury.
1840
The family moves to 85 Oxford Terrace, Bayswater. 
